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Windsor
Winter Fayre

Our Winter Fayre &
Christmas Market, where
we welcome our friends
and family to celebrate all
that’s wonderful about this
time of year with us, has
become a ﬁrm tradition for
the festive season. This
year’s event was bigger and
better than ever as we took
over The Swan’s courtyard
and outbuildings, thanks to our
sixth formers’ residency at The
Swan School House. Staff and
pupils from both our Kingsley and
Windsor schools provided stalls
and fun experiences, including
Ellie’s Dog Treats stall, a mad
professor-themed escape room
run by Alan, Connor’s brews,
and Lexi’s extra cool Burlesque
Boutique. Santa also made his
annual appearance!
The whole event was planned
and organised by Windsor’s
sixth form pupils, led by Maddie,
as part of their PiXL Edge
Masters qualiﬁcation, a projectbased course which develops
students’ LORIC (leadership,
organisation, resilience, initiative
and communication) attributes.
Windsor staff also took part in
the town’s annual Living Advent
Calendar, with a promenade
theatre performance of ‘A
Swan Christmas Carol’. The
performance was the highlight of
the evening and attracted a huge
crowd. Throughout the day and
evening, it was estimated that
almost 400 people came through
the gates to savour the unique
experience, and it was the
Swan’s most successful event
ever.

Engineering

This
term
our
engineering students
have been exploring
the world of bridges.
Through
virtual
examination
of
some of the world’s
most famous spans,
they’ve learned about how
different styles of bridge and
different materials are suited to
dealing with the various forces
and
environmental
stresses
that bridges are subjected to.
The course’s practical element
sought to cement this knowledge.
Each pupil constructed a bridge
of their own design using
cardboard, wooden sticks and
string. Examples that were
created included truss bridges,
suspension bridges and even a
unicorn bridge! All the bridges
built this term will be tested to

destruction in the summer and
the strongest bridge with the
most economic design will be
awarded the inaugural Golden
Girder Bridge Builder trophy.

Visiting Artist

This term we embarked on a
creative endeavour for pupils to
build their own Ukulele inspired
by The Green Room School’s
very own inhouse visiting luthier
Mark Daly.
It began with some simple
understandings of the instrument
playability
techniques,
and
sharing of some music. Each
week pupils spent an hour

creating some artistic designs for
the appearance of the instrument
and of course the build practices
required to enable a tuneful
Ukulele crafted by oneself.

NaNoWriMo,

National Novel Writing Month
has become an annual event at
the school every November, and
this year 9 budding authors from
the staff and student bodies
combined to write a total of
19,233 words. The ethos of
NaNoWrimo is to get wannabe
writers over the initial hurdle of
starting a novel by emphasising
quantity rather than quality.
Pupils were able to choose
their own word count goals
and completed speed writing
challenges in a huge combined
effort to get words on the page, all
during their own time or in small
breakfast writing clubs before
circle time in the mornings. They
say that everyone has at least
one book inside them, although
some staff are still struggling to
ﬁnd it after several Novembers of
laboring over the same story!

Careers Fayre

Upper school pupils visited The
National School and College
Leavers Show to look at potential

pathways for their future
and be offered independent
advice from some of
the
country’s
largest
employers from a variety
of sectors and were able
to speak with Colleges and
Universities that could offer
potential
opportunities.
Pupils who took part left
the Careers Fayre feeling
well informed about aspects of
their future and new avenues and
opportunities available to them. It
was fantastic to see year 11 and
sixth form pupils from both GRW
and GRK represent the school.

Big Fat Christmas Quiz

Staff Panto

This year’s staff christmas Panto
was Cinderella, the ﬁfth instalment
in the Green Room repertoire
and the longest to date, coming
in at around 50 minutes. Staff
have been preparing since the
beginning of half term (probably
taking it a bit too seriously)
learning lines, creating costumes
and setting up the tech. A huge
special mention must go to Lexie
Sparks, our school Operations
Director for creating a wonderful
set of costumes.

End of Term

In keeping with another Green
Room School tradition, the Coach
House at The Swan Pub hosted
this year’s Big Fat Christmas
Quiz. Pupils were divided up into
six teams: the Silent Knights, the
Nöel It Alls, the Jingle Ballers,
the Little Drummer Boys,
the Mistletoe Wonderers
and the Stocking Stuffers.
Teams
competed
against each other in
3 Rounds: Christmas
Knowledge,
Missing
Lyrics and Panto-mime,
as well as doing their
best to construct a
Festive scene from a
box of materials that
was on each team table.
As always, the Quiz
was contested in a spirit
beﬁtting the season of
goodwill and provided
a great celebration of
knowledge.

Of course we had to end our
Autumn term as we always do
with our annual ice skating trip
to Windsor on Ice in Alexandra
Gardens, followed by an amazing
Christmas lunch. We would like
to wish all our pupils a very happy
Christmas and look forward to
seeing you all next year!

KINGSLEY

Another amazing school year
started at GRK in September and
we were very lucky to have 5 new
pupils join us. As always they
were welcomed by everyone and
have settled in exceptionally well,
made new friends, bonded with
the animals and are enjoying all
that GRK has to offer.

Animal lessons! Pupils helped
Gareth to drain one of our
ferret’s cyst. All pupils eagerly
participated to help Lexie the
ferret to be as comfortable,
safe and happy as possible.
Some pupils donned the animal
handling gloves and took it in
turns to gently hold Lexie and
make her comfortable during the
procedure whilst others took it in
turns to hold the ferret paste and
fed her. Lexie was very happy
and comfortable throughout and
is doing brilliantly now!

Sheep Herding
Trade

This term in Trade lessons, both
staff and pupils have thoroughly
enjoyed building the new long
awaited picnic benches to go on
the decking outside GRK. We
can all now sit together outside,
eating our lunch on those slightly
dryer and warmer days!

GRK staff and pupils always
demonstrate excellent teamwork
and took the opportunity to show
this during our sheep herding
experience! Pupils helped a local
farmer herd his sheep to one of
the ﬁelds on the school site, which
meant transferring 127 sheep
across a main road and making
a big human barrier to get them
safely across. Everyone worked
so well together to provide a
smooth and successful transfer!

New Barn

GRK is very much a growing
school, so we are extremely
lucky that we are gaining another
barn as a brand new space for us
all. The pupils have been working
extra hard in their Trade lessons
this term painting the entire barn
and helping our Trade teacher,
Scott, with anything that needs
doing to get it ready as soon as
possible. It’s a much bigger space
for Trade and Sport lessons, so
far it’s looking great and very
promising.

Brain Gym

Halloween

During the build up to Halloween
we decided to take a little trip
down the road to Country Market
and buy some pumpkins to carve
and design. Pupils demonstrated
fantastic concentration, creativity
and independence and all did an
amazing job. They were delighted
to take their pumpkins home with
them!

We ended half term doing a
day of Brain Gym activities!
We collapsed all our lessons
and worked in teams to do a
variety of fun, creative, logical
and fascinating activities based
around
memory,
sensory,
ﬁne motor skills, balance and
coordination, reaction times and
teamwork! The pupils loved it
and always work so well in their
teams. What a wonderful last day
of our ﬁrst term!

We are eager to collect as
many old and used batteries as
possible so that we can recycle
them. We very kindly ask all the
parents of our pupils to pass on
any used batteries to be handed
in at school. Any and all types of
batteries are welcome and every
little contribution helps! Thank
you so much in advance!

New Animals

This term we have welcomed a
beautiful new horse onto the farm
called Lucy. She is 4 years old
and tiny! A little smaller than our
donkeys! The pupils are besotted
with her and have all made her

Science

Lots has been happening in
the lab this term in Science and
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feel very welcome and safe.
Lucy shares a large ﬁeld with
our donkeys, goats, pigs, sheep
and geese and they, too, have
welcomed and accepted her into
the family. We are aiming for
Lucy to become a therapy horse
and have hopes to train her so
that she can actually come into
the school.
And speaking of welcoming new
animals, we’ve also got 2 new
gorgeous ﬁre salamanders which
pupils are so excited about and
love them already.

beautiful day for it! It’s safe to say
the kids AND the staff absolutely
loved the play park, play frames
and apparatus which included a
big zip wire, tyre swings, huge
slides and a sand pit. This was
a chance for all the children to
bond, become closer and build
new and stronger friendships. It
was also a chance for the kids
to have fun with the staff too!
It was great exercise for them
all and an opportunity to blow
off some steam, have a run
around and get some fresh air.
Overall an excellent day and we
will deﬁnitely be going back to
Hogmoor Inclosure again very
soon.

Horrible Histories

Recently all staff and pupils went
to see the new Horrible Histories
movie (Rotten Romans) as part
of our humanities lesson, and
everone loved it! We set off in the
minibuses, excitement bouncing
from us, packed lunches in hand,
with lots of happy faces and went
to Farnham Maltings where they
had an ASD friendly showing of
Rotten Romans (this consists of
no trailers and the volume isn’t too
loud). Lots of other schools were
there, it was a great atmosphere
with laughs all round. Very good
ﬁlm - highly recommend!
After the ﬁlm ﬁnished we all set
off to Hogmoor Inclosure for a
few hours, where we had our
packed lunches in the sunshine
(we were so lucky we had such a

Harry Potter Day

To end the term, all of GRK were
treated to the magical experience
that is the Harry Potter Studios
tour, followed by a Nandos
and sleepover back at GRK. It
was an incredible experience
however, as some of our pupils
hadn’t seen or read Harry Potter,
we spent the day before with
some themed activities at school
and watched the ﬁlms to get
everyone up to speed with the
wizarding world of Hogwarts!
All staff and pupils were sorted
into Hogwarts Houses by the

sorting hat which proved very
popular with everyone. There
were Gryfﬁndors, Hufﬂepuffs,
Ravenclaws and we even had a
few Slytherins! We stayed within
our Houses for activities such as
wand-making, experimenting with
different potions and drawing our
own Patronus’. The pupils loved
the Harry Potter Studios, and all
commented on how much fun
they had. Seeing their faces light
up all day was a joy! Afterwards
pupils enjoyed a Nandos feast
and for our ﬁnal adventure we
went back to GRK for a big
sleepover!! Blow up beds and
sleeping bags galore. Once we
were all changed into our cozy
pyjamas we set up a few card
games, a Harry Potter movie in
one classroom and a Christmas
movie in another classroom, with
another little food feast. Everyone
was in high spirits and thoroughly
enjoyed themselves - all in all, a
very successful two days of Harry
Potter fun.

For up to date news and events visit our social media channels and our blog
thegreenroomschool.com/blog
Spring Term Dates
INSET DAY - Monday 6th January
School starts - Tuesday 7th January
Last day of school - Friday 14th February
Half term - Monday 17th February - Monday 24th February
INSET DAY - Monday 24th February
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